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LOTH AIR.

rather proud of possessing them. He collects only modern
art, for which I believe there is a great future, though
some of our friends think it is yet in its cradle.'

41 am very sorry to say/ said Loth air, * that I know very
little about art, or indeed anything else, but I admire what
is beautiful. I know something about architecture, at
least church architecture.'

'Well, religion has produced some of our finest build-
ings,' said Theodora ; ' there is no question of that; and as
long as they are adapted to what takes place in them they
are admirable. The fault I find in modern churches in this
country is, that them is little relation between the cere-
monies and the structure. Nobody seems now conscious
that every true architectural form has a purpose. But I
think the climax of confused ideas is capped when dissent-
ing chapels are built like cathedrals.'

1 Ah! to build a cathedral,' exclaimed Lothair, * that is
a great enterprise. I wish I might show you some day
some drawings I have of a projected cathedral.'

* A projected cathedral!' said Theodora.    ' Well, I must
confess to you  I never could comprehend the idea of a
Protestant cathedral/

* But I am not quite sure,' said Lothair blushing and
agitated, * that it will  be a Protestant cathedral.    I  have
not made up my mind about that.'

Theodora glanced at him, unobserved, with her won-
derful grey eyes; a sort of supernatural light seemed to
shoot from beneath their long dark lashes and read his
inmost nature. They were all this time returning, as she
had suggested, to the house. Rather suddenly she said,
* By the bye, as you are so fond of art, I ought to have.
asked you whether you would like to see a work by the
sculptor of Cleopatra which arrived when we were at
Oxford. We have placed it on a pedestal in the temple,
It is the Genius of Fi^eedom. I may say T was assist-